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REGIONAL INVESTMENT FUND 
Statement by Minister for Local Government and Regional Development 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Murchison-Eyre - Minister for Local Government and Regional Development) 
[2.12 pm]:  I report to the House on the achievements of the regional investment fund for the period ending 
2004.  I am delighted with the results.  When the Gallop government was first elected in 2001, it made a major 
commitment to regional WA and introduced the $75 million regional investment fund.  The fund has provided a 
boost to infrastructure, strengthened business investment and created many new jobs.  It has ensured that 
regional WA is, and continues to be, a great place to live.   

The government’s first $75 million fund has funded more than 850 projects and leveraged more than 
$200 million in additional investment.  It has contributed to the creation of more than 4 100 new jobs.  The fund 
has been able to support many great projects and ventures.  These include the Bunbury Dolphin Centre, the 
Busselton Jetty Underwater Observatory, the Collie Motorplex, the Geraldton central business district and 
foreshore redevelopment, the Gravity Discovery Centre at Gingin and the upgrade of main streets in Leonora, 
which is in my electorate, and Northam.  The second stage of the reconstruction of the Derby airport runway was 
supported, as well as the Port Hedland and Roebourne enhancement schemes, the construction of the Shark Bay 
Interpretive Centre, the redevelopment programs at Fairbridge Farm and the Denmark Education and Innovation 
Centre, to name just a few.  Twenty-one projects in indigenous communities also received funding through the 
RIF.  An allocation of $2.8 million was quarantined for specific application to infrastructure in indigenous 
communities.  The $1 million regional headworks program has enabled 18 businesses to expand their operations 
and local governments to provide improved infrastructure for business and the community.  The Western 
Australian regional initiatives scheme is another component of RIF, known as WARIS, which has provided 
support to a large number of projects, including regional tours of the West Australian Ballet Co, the Perth 
International Arts Festival, the placement of community volunteers in indigenous communities, funding for the 
development of the fine wood and timber industry, a number of youth-related activities and the establishment of 
the WA Community Foundation.  The Gallop government will continue to build stronger regional communities 
and make significant investments in the key areas of infrastructure through an additional $80 million into the 
regional investment fund over the next four years.  I look forward to this next phase of RIF being even more 
successful. 

I commend to members the regional investment fund and its success in encouraging investment, creating jobs, 
developing infrastructure and making regional WA a better place in which to live.   
 


